Congress of the Anited States
Washington, BE 20510

November 13, 2023

Ty McPhillips

Lackland Family Homes
2254 Brian McElroy Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78236

Dear Mr. McPhillips:

We write today with great concern regarding troubling reports describing the status of the
privatized housing for servicemembers at Fairchild Air Force Base (AFB) in Spokane,
Washington, and to request an update on the timeline for a long-term recapitalization plan and
short-term sustainment plan.

Our servicemembers and their families sacrifice so much for our country, and we need to ensure
that they have access to dependable housing. According to the Air Force, Fairchild AFB hosts
641 Balfour Beatty maintained homes, 539 of which were constructed in the 1950s!. In the
1990s, 21 houses were added, and in the early 2000s, 81 additional houses were built. Over 10
years ago between 2008 and 2014, 546 homes on Fairchild AFB were renovated, and 14 homes
have not been renovated at all since the 1990s.

We are concerned that these aging homes are rapidly approaching a point where they will not be
fit for families living on base. Construction of new homes to meet the increasing needs at
Fairchild AFB is slated to begin no earlier than 2029 and will only produce 200 new homes. This
will leave 339 1950s-era homes in use by our servicemembers and their families. According to
the Military Housing Office, 205 homes are currently rated below average in several areas, and
without the necessary renovations, this number will undoubtedly increase. Despite these issues,
Fairchild AFB has still not received a comprehensive sustainment and recapitalization plans with
detailed timelines. We are concerned that without proactive plans, housing conditions will
become unsuitable for servicemembers and their families.

We were glad to hear that Fairchild AFB and the local Balfour Beatty office have cultivated a
great relationship over the duration of the partnership. Servicemembers have reported timely
responses to minor maintenance repairs; however, it is crucial to address long-term housing
needs before they become detrimental to servicemembers and their families. It is our

! Patifio, J. (2014, July 22). Seven-year demolition reaches its end of initial development.
Fairchild Air Force Base. https://www.fairchild.af. mil/News/Article-
Display/Article/49593 8/seven-year-demolition-reaches-its-end-of-initial-development/



understanding that previous plans have been repeatedly changed or postponed. Without
consistent and predictable investment in these communities, we are starting down a path to
inadequate housing conditions. As such, we request that you provide us with a projected timeline
for when Fairchild AFB should expect a comprehensive long-term recapitalization plan and
short-term sustainment plan.

Our priority is ensuring that our servicemembers and their families have housing that they are
proud to call their home. A thorough long-term recapitalization plan and short-term sustainment
plan must be done as expeditiously as possible to ensure we are supporting our servicemembers
to the best of our ability. Please direct communications regarding this letter to Olivia Elkins on
Senator Murray’s staff (Olivia_Elkins@murray.senate.gov) and Jackson Smith on
Representative McMorris Rodgers’ staff (Jackson.Smith@mail.house.gov). Thank you again for
your time and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
Patty Murray Cathy McMorris Rodgers

United States Senator Member of Congress



